
NOTE TO READERS
The Cherry Hill Public Schools strives to develop lifelong readers and learners with the
skills and knowledge to thrive in today’s ever-changing world. This summer, students will
select a book to read that focuses on the thematic topic of “Standing Up and Speaking
Out.” Teachers and media specialists curated a collection of books that depict people
standing up and speaking out on a variety of social issues, past and present. While the
selected texts may contain some mature topics, they address topics that are relevant
and meaningful to students.

All students entering grades 9-12 will select at least one of the books listed below to
read over the summer. Students will take notes on the text and how it connects to the
thematic topic and guiding questions. Students will use their reading and notes to
participate in class discussions and written reflections in English class in September.
Students enrolled in Honors and Advanced Placement English courses will read an
additional book assigned to their grade level.

Educator and author Donalyn Miller stresses the importance of fostering a love of
reading by establishing a reading community that supports student choice and access to
intellectually and culturally relevant texts. I encourage you to carefully review the book
choices with your child and select a book to read and discuss together - the Book Guide
for Parents and Families is a great place to start! Thank you for supporting your child’s
reading over the summer months.

Choice Titles for Summer 2021
▸ The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater
▸ Watch Us Rise by Renee Watson
▸ White Rose by Kip Wilson
▸ The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness

by Michelle Alexander
▸ They Called Us Enemy by George Takei
▸ Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man by Emmanuael Acho
▸ Nevertheless, We Persisted: 48 Voices of Defiance, Strength, and

Courage

Honors and Advanced Placement English students will
read and complete notes on the additional grade-level text below.

9th Grade Honors: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
10th Grade Honors: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
11th Grade AP: The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
12th Grade AP: Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

https://tinyurl.com/5t9k6u3u
https://tinyurl.com/5t9k6u3u


Thematic Topic: Standing up and Speaking Out
Guiding Questions

● What does it mean to stand up and speak out?
● How do people decide when to speak out and when to stay silent?
● What happens when people cannot speak out or share their voice?
● What happens when people are listened to?
● How can writing and other forms of creative expression be used to raise

awareness about injustice or unfairness?

Note-Taking Assignment
As you read, consider the guiding questions above and record your thoughts. You are responsible for identifying and
recording textual evidence, as well as reflecting upon and analyzing how the evidence relates to the theme. In September,
you will use these notes to write and speak about the text in class and submit them to your teacher for a grade. You may
choose from any of the note-taking options listed below, but your notes must fulfill the following requirements:

▸ Notes must cover the entire length of the text; however, there is no minimum page requirement.
▸ Notes must include textual evidence (with page number) and your thoughts, analysis, and/or questions.
▸ Notes may be typed or handwritten. If you choose to type the notes, you must have a printed copy to use in class

by the second day of school.

Options
▸ Dialectical Journal (Two-Column Notes): Using a two-column format, engage in a written dialogue with the text

as you read. In the left-hand column, write the important text. In the right-hand column, respond to the text. This is
where you can include reflections, analyses and explanations of how the text connects to the thematic questions.

▸ In-Text Annotations: For in-text annotations, you will need to have a physical copy of the book. Record your
notes directly in the book or on post-it notes, reflecting how the text connects to the guiding questions. You will
need to bring the book and your notes in September.

▸ Outline: Create a structured outline focused on the theme and supported with textual evidence. It may be helpful
to organize it based on the plot or by guiding questions.

▸ Mind Mapping: Create a visual representation of text, important characters or plot episodes that connect to the
guiding questions. Use lines, arrows, bubbles and/or sketches to link notes to the theme.

Score Points 4 2 0

Description Notes are thorough and
reflective, and appear to cover
the full length of the text.

Notes are somewhat thorough
and reflective, and appear to
cover some of the text.

Student did not complete or
submit notes.

Access books and resources at these locations:
More information available
on the Cherry Hill Summer

Reading 2021 Website.

tinyurl.com/CHread21

Cherry Hill Public Library
www.chplnj.org
856-667-0300

Inkwood Books
www.inkwoodnj.com/
856-429-1298
Use coupon code CHPS21 for
20% off summer reading books!

Barnes & Noble
www.barnesandnoble.com
Cherry Hill – 856-486-1492

Sora Digital Lending Library
Soraapp.com

Log in with your @chclc.org account. Use the
Explore icon to search for and borrow a digital
copy. Audio is also available for select texts.

TeachingBooks.net: Access book-specific
resources

TeachingBooks.net/ql7v35x
Username: chclc
Password: books

https://tinyurl.com/CHread21



